The QomkaU Hi/lory of 

lie not be made a foft and dull- ey’d foofe ' 

1° 5?u k a thC hcad ’ rc j. cnt > and figb,ari-d yceld 
To Chnfhan tnterceffors : follow hot, ' 

lie hauc no ipeaking,I will haue my bond. 

SoU It is the mod impenetrable curre ^ ° 

That euer kept with men. 

Ant. Le t him alone, 

lie follow him nomore with bootleffe prayers. 

He feekes my life, his rtafon Well I know .* 

1 oft dcliuer’d from his forfeitures 
Many that haue at times madfcmonetomee. 
Therefore he hates me. 

Sal. I am fare the Duke will netfer grant 
This forfeytureto hold. 

An. The Duke cannot deny the courfe of Law ; 

For the commodity that Grangers haue 
With vs in Venice, if it be denied^ 

W ill much impeach the iuftice of his flate. 

Since that the trade andpro'fit oftheCity 
Confifteth ofallNations. Therefore goe, 

Thefe greefes and Ioffes haue fo bated me, 

That I fhall hardlyfipare a pound offlefh 
To morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well Iaylor on, pray God 'Baffanio come 

To fee me pay his dcbt,and then I care not. Exeunt . 

Enter Portia, JVerriJfa, Lorenzo, lefftca, anda 
man of Partial. 

Lcr.Madam,although I fpeake it in yOur prefence. 
You haue a noble and a true conccite 
OfGod-like amity,which appeares mod ftrongly. 

In bearing thus the abfcnce of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you {hew this honour, 

. Ho w true a Gentleman you fond relecfe. 


How 
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How deere a louer of roy Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the worke. 

Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. 

Par. I neuer did repent for doing good. 

Nor fhall not now: for in companions 
That do conuerfe and wafte the time together, 
Whofe foulcs do bcare an cquall yoke oflouc. 
There mud be needs a like proportion 
Oflineaments, of manners, ana of fpirit : 

Which makes methinke, that this Anthonie 
(Being the bofome-louer of my Lord) if 
Muft needs be like my Lord. Ifitbefo, 

How little is the coft I haue bellowed 
Inpurchafing the fomblance of my foule. 

From out the ftatc ofhcllifh mifory. 

This comes too neere the praifing of my foife. 
Therefore no more ofit : hecre other things 
Lorenzo I commit into your hands. 

The husbandry and manage of my houfe, 

Vntill my Loras returne. For mine ownepare, 

I haue toward heauen breath’d a fecrct vow. 

To liue in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by Nerriffa hecre, 

Vntill her husband, and my Lords returne. 

There is a Monaftevy two miles off. 

And there will we abide. I do defire you. 

Not to deny this impofition. 

The which my loue^md fame neceffity 
Now layes vpon you. 

Lor. Madame, with all my heart, 

I {hall obey you in all faire commands. 

P or. My people do already know my mind. 

And will acknowledge you and Iejfica, 

In place of Lord Bajfanio and my folfe* 

Andfo farewell till wc fhall meete againc. 

Zor.Fairc thoughts & happy hours attend on you. 

Ga, 




